
 

                                                                                                                              Officers’ Asso 
 

                                                                                                                     Newgate Lane 
                                                                                                            31 Dec 21 

        16/12/2025 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING OF HMS COLLINGWOOD OFFICERS’ 
ASSOCIATION HELD AT THE ROPEMAKER, EMSWORTH,  

WEDNESDAY 3 DECEMBER 2025 
 
Committee: 
Capt J.E. Palmer  Chairman and webmaster 
Lt Cdr D.L. Howe  Vice Chairman 
Lt Cdr M.P. Carr  Membership and Social Secretary 
Lt Cdr D. Rook  Treasurer 
Lt Cdr C Brooks  Member 
Cdr N Quine   Acting OA Sec 
Lt Cdr J.R.D Rouse  A/Sec 
 
1.APOLOGIES  
 
Cdr D. Coombes. 
  
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING HELD ON 17 SEP 2025 
 
The minutes were accepted. 
 
3. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Capt Palmer said that more OA members attended the 2025 Remembrance Day ceremony at 
Collingwood than last year. It was followed by an Informal Lunch in the Wardroom. 
 
Capt Palmer said that he would put together a draft Newsletter for comment. 
 
The subject of CWD car passes was discussed. (See report in Agenda Item 6, OA Sec’s Corner.) 
 
4. FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Lt Cdr Rook presented the following report. 
 
a.  His last report for the September 2025 meeting, stated that the OA account formally stood at 
£6207.70.  The OA fund for the current period now stood at £5804.45. 
     
b.   The only significant transaction in the current period was £368.25, as the final 50% payment 
towards the next OA sword.     
 
c.   Although it was yet to hit the OA account, the subsidy for the OA Trafalgar Night would be 
around £1116. 
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Lt Cdr Rook reported that the WR Mess Treasurer had informed him that there had been 10 
cancellations of membership Direct Debits. The WRMT had also referred to the expected increase in 
WR Mess charges.  The details would be known in the New Year. 
   
5. SOCIAL AND MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
 
Lt Cdr Carr presented the following reports:- 
 
Membership  
 
Active 202 
Full 7 
Country 81 
Honorary 8 
Total 298 
  
 
Crossed the Bar 
Capt John Bench 
Lt Cdr Herb Edwards 
Lt RNR George Copus 
 
Resignations 
Cdr David Mason 
Cdr John McDonough 
 
Social 
 
The Fish and Chip Lunches continued to be well supported with 25 at the latest one.  With the larger 
numbers, it may be possible to have them in the Collingwood Room. 
 
The Trafalgar Night appeared to be successful with the Shanty Crew a welcome addition.  The cost 
of the CWD band was £100 more than last year. Costs base, assuming 100 people, will need to be 
discussed at the next committee meeting. 
 
The Remembrance Parade and Lunch was well attended with 28 OA members for the Parade and 24 
for the lunch which at £7.30 per head was good value.  The cost for lunches could be further reduced 
if Port was not offered. 
 
Wardroom/OA Social Events 2025/6 
17 Dec WR Christmas Lunch. To Date 43 OA people were signed up. 
22 Jan 2026 Burns’ Night In WO&SR Mess, one guest only. 
 
6.  OA SEC’S CORNER 
 
Cdr Quine had already informed the Committee of the recent XTM which stated applicants requiring 
new and renewal car passes to undertake a Baseline Personnel Security Standard (BPSS) application 
which included a Disclosure Barring Service (DBS) check.  The cost of a basic DBS check is £21.50. 



Lt Cdr Carr said that if members wished to have a car pass and were happy to pay for the DBS 
check, they should go ahead. He said he would send a list of members requiring new passes to Cdr 
Quine in the New Year.      Action Lt Cdr Carr 
 
 Lt Cdr Rouse suggested that the key members of the OA Committee who regularly needed to enter 
the establishment should have their DBS check paid for out of OA funds. 
 
Captain Palmer questioned whether the 2 levels of membership of the OA should be scrapped if 
Active members were not automatically entitled to a car pass.  He added that the Rules and 
Constitution would need to be amended.  Capt Palmer said he would discuss the details of the XTM 
with the XO.        Action Capt Palmer 
 
Post Meeting Note: Capt Palmer had discussed the XTM with the XO, and was told that OA 
members were exempt from the BPSS application and the DBS check.  
 
 
7.  REPORT FROM WARDROOM MESS COMMITTEE 
 
There was nothing to report to the Committee on this occasion.     
     
8.  AOB 
 
a.  Capt Palmer reported that the current wooden Wardroom Name Board had become redundant, 
and had now been offered to the OA for reuse.  Paul Sutton would be able to convert it for the list of 
OA Sword award winners to replace the original OA Board. 
 
b.  Capt Palmer also reported that the sword, which was currently being refurbished, was the last 
remaining one. 
 
9.  DONM  
 
The dates of the next meetings: -  
 
Wednesday 18 March 2026 at 1230. 
Friday 5 June 2026 at 1100 followed by the AGM at 1130. 
 
 

 
 
J R D Rouse 
Lt Cdr 
A/Sec  
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